APPENDIX

REAP

Read the text. Jot down the title and author.

Encode the text by putting the main ideas in your own words/
language.

Annotate the text by writing a statement that summarizes the
important points.

Ponder the text by thinking and talking about what you learned. Ask
yourself why the author wrote the text. What do you think the author

hopes you’ll learn?
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SUPPORT AND

MONITOR

COMPREHENSION

REAP (Read, Encode, Annotate, Ponder)

What is REAP?

REAP (Eanet and Manzo 1976) is a strategy for helping
readers read and understand a text. REAP is an acronym for
the following stages of reading: Read, Encode, Annotate,
Ponder.

Why Would | Use This Instructional Strategy?

Use of this strategy through modeling and guided practice
will support increased comprehension. In the course of revis-
iting the text for each of the stages of REAP, students inter-
nalize the content of the reading as they think abour ways to
represent the main ideas and message in the author’s and their
own words. When students move to the ponder stage of this
activity, they must connect with the text at a higher level
through analysis and synthesis of the reading.

How Does It Work?

1. R—read on your own;

2. E—encode the text by putting the gist of what you read
in your own words;

3. A—annotate the text by writing down the main ideas
{notes, significant words, quotes) and the author’s
message; and

4. P—ponder what you read by thinking and talking with
others in order to make personal connections, develop
questions about the topic, and/or connect this reading to
other reading you have done.

In the Classroom

In Christine Landaker’s social studies class, students used the
REAP strategy to analyze, question, and review their reading
connected to a study of the Great Depression. As the Figure
shows, one of the students in this class noted an important
aspect of the text by writing in the Encode box whar it means
to buy “on margin.” He then went on to annotate by writing
down the main ideas, pondered by noting what he considered
the cause of the Depression, and posed a quesrion: “Did
anyone think the crisis was temporary?” The collection of
questions from the entire class led into further study related
to the Depression.
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R  Read the text. Jot down the title

language.

important points.

hopes you'll learn?

and author.

E  Encode the text by putting the main ideas in your own words/
A Annotate the text by writing a statement that summarizes the

P Ponder the text by thinking and talking about what you learned. Ask
yourself why the author wrote the text. What do you think the author




